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4 Views of Baptist Beginnings
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Objectives
By the end of this session you should be able to:

• Trace the development of 17th century “Calvinism”

• Differentiate Arminianism from “Calvinism”

• Contrast Augustine and Pelagius
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Spread of Calvinism
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Pendulum of History
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Theology: 16th & 17th centuries

16th Catholicism Calvin

Arminianism “Calvinism”17th
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Tightrope of Predestination

• Excessive curiosity in what God has not revealed

• Excessive timidity in teaching what He has revealed
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Calvin on Predestination
Institutes, Chapter 21. Of the eternal election, 

by which God has predestinated some to 
salvation, and others to destruction.

• “All are not created on equal terms, but 
some are preordained to eternal life, others 
to eternal damnation”

• “God by his secret counsel chooses whom 
he will while he rejects others.”
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Three Concepts

• Justice
– man gets what he deserves… condemnation

• Mercy
– man doesn’t get what he deserves… rescue

• Grace
– man gets what he doesn’t deserve… glory
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Calvin on Predestination

“We maintain that this counsel, as regards 
the elect, is founded on His free mercy, 
without any respect to human worth, 

while those whom He dooms to 
destruction are excluded from access to 
life by a just and blameless -- but at the 
same time incomprehensible -- judgment.”
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Jacobus Arminius

• a.k.a. James Harmens 
• 1560-1609 
• Studied under Theodore Beza 
• Dutch theologian
• Professor: Leiden University 
• Differed with Calvin on:

– Unconditional election 
– Irresistible grace 
– Perseverance 
– Predestination
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1-Word Summary

• Catholic Church Merit
• Luther Justification
• Zwingli Sovereignty
• Anabaptists Credobaptism
• Calvin Omnipotence
• Pelagius Ability


